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Status of the lowa Workforce and

Economy

lowa’s unemployment rate dropped
slightly to 4.2 percent in January
from 4.3 percent in December. The
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¢ lowa nonfarm employment added 3,100
jobs in January, raising the monthly total to
lowa Nonfarm Employment 1,562,200. The January figure was 24,800
by Quarter All Other Construction jobs higher than one year ago.
Average |Percent Change 3% 27%
Employment| from Prior Qtr e Trade and transportation added the most
2013 -Qtr 1] 1,519,500 0.4% jobs in January (+2,200) and was fueled by
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for 27 percent of Ul benefits paid
during 2014. Manufacturing
followed with 18 percent while trade
comprised 10 percent. These
values were on par with the
previous two years.

adding the most jobs compared to last
January (+6,500).
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The consumer price index for the
nation decreased by 0.7 percent in
January and was the third-
consecutive loss. The decline was
heaviest in energy indexes.
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increased versus one year ago as
the economy expands in activity.
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e The U.S. economy added 239,000

jobs in January and is up 3.2 million
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jobs versus one year ago.
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